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1/2 Chorus Niagara's first season with Kathleen Allan as artistic director wraps up this Saturday with 'Mystical Songs'. | Lauren
Garbutt Photography
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As Chorus Niagara prepares for its final concert of the season on April 25, 2026, the organization is reflecting on a

year of transition, renewal, and growing momentum across its artistic and community life.

The 202526 season marked the first for artistic director Kathleen Allan and helped set the stage for an ambitious
2026-27 season shaped by artistic excellence, youth engagement, and deepening connections across the
Niagara region.

The season included Songs of Destiny, Children’s Messiah, Handel’s Messiah, Requiem for Water, and the April
25 finale, Mystical Songs. During this same season, Allan also received the 2025 Leslie Bell Prize for Choral
Conducting, one of Ontario’s major honours in the field.

“This first season has been about building — deepening our connections with the Niagara community and pursuing
imaginative repertoire that resonates with people,” said Allan. “I have been inspired by the commitment of our
singers, the generosity of our audiences, and the spirit of collaboration across the organization. This has been a
year of renewal in the best sense: strengthening what Chorus Niagara already does so well while opening up new
possibilities for artistic growth and community engagement.”

One of the clearest signs of that renewal has been the strength of Chorus Niagara’s youth programming. Under
the new leadership of Victoria Rondinelli as Principal Conductor, and with the addition this season of Sandra
Mason to lead the Intermediate Choir, the Chorus Niagara Children’s Choir has continued to grow in both depth
and reach. Rondinelli and Mason are both deeply committed local champions of the choral arts, bringing
longstanding leadership in vocal music education across the region.

That momentum now begins earlier than ever. This year, enrolment in the CNCC Training Choir for ages 3 to 5
rose to 17 young singers under Rondinelli’s leadership. At that age, there are few opportunities for collaborative
music-making at this calibre, and the program offers an unusually strong runway for Niagara youth into future
engagement in choral music.

“We are building something that feels both ambitious and deeply rooted in community,” said Rondinelli. “Young
singers need places where they can be challenged, supported, and inspired. This year has been one of real
growth, and Sandra Mason’s addition to the program has brought tremendous strength, warmth, and continuity.
Together, we are helping to create meaningful pathways for children and youth to develop as musicians and as
people.”

That momentum will also be on full display at the upcoming Chorus Niagara Children’s Choir concert, Voices in
Bloom: a Spring of Beautiful Noise, on Wednesday, May 6 at Calvary Church, 89 Scott Street, St. Catharines —
an opportunity for audiences to hear the next generation of Niagara singers in performance.

The focus on youth extended into Chorus Niagara’s adult choir as well this season via area high schools. This
winter, Rondinelli and Allan collaborated on a workshop for approximately 90 high school students in partnership
with the Niagara Catholic District School Board, with Allan serving as clinician. Chorus Niagara has also opened
more opportunities for high school and senior CNCC students to participate on stage during Chorus Niagara
performances at the First Ontario Performing Arts Centre and get a feel for what it is like behind the scenes of a
professional concert hall. Together, these initiatives reflect a growing commitment to building artistic pathways
from early childhood through adolescence.
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Chorus Niagara’s artistic momentum this season has also been shaped by a distinctive combination of local depth
connecting seamlessly through to Toronto. Allan, who also leads Amadeus Choir in Toronto, is joined this season
by Yuan Chen, who serves as Associate Conductor for Chorus Niagara. Chen is currently pursuing a doctorate in
choral conducting at the University of Toronto. Vlad Soloviev, Chorus Niagara’s Collaborative Pianist, also travels
from Toronto each week, bringing major experience as a pianist, conductor, and vocal coach, including work with
the Canadian Opera Company and other leading institutions.

Week after week, the trio’s high-level artistic connection has brought exceptional energy to St. Catharines every
Monday night.

“This has been a year of meaningful change and strong promise for Chorus Niagara,” said Jeff Baker, Board
Chair. “Kathleen Allan’s first season has brought artistry, vision, and fresh momentum to the organization. At the
same time, the renewed strength of our children’s program under Victoria Rondinelli and Sandra Mason, together
with the contributions of Yuan Chen and Vlad Soloviev, has reinforced the depth of talent shaping our future. We
are proud of what this year has made possible and excited for what lies ahead in 2026-27.”

The season also included memorable artistic details that reflected Chorus Niagara’s openness to imagination and
collaboration. In Songs of Destiny, Leslee Heys'’s All Shall Be Well featured the rare glass armonica instrument,
played by Niagara-on-the-Lake musician Eric Harry, while tuned glasses used by the singers helped create an
ethereal shimmer in the hall. That kind of creative detail helped define a season marked by sonic curiosity and
collaborative artistry.

Chorus Niagara’s reach across the region was also reflected in its annual Singathon fundraiser, held on March 14
at Seaway Mall in Welland. The community raised more than $45,000 in support of the organization’s work.

Allan’s first season has also coincided with growing recognition beyond Niagara. In addition to receiving the Leslie
Bell Prize, she is conducting a Carnegie Hall program in New York City this spring, with several Chorus Niagara
members participating.

Looking ahead, Chorus Niagara is already preparing for a 2026—27 season that will build on this year’'s momentum
through continued artistic excellence, deeper collaboration, and meaningful audience engagement across
Niagara.

“We want to keep building on the spirit of this season,” Allan said. “My hope for 202627 is to make Chorus
Niagara even more collaborative, more adventurous, and even more exciting for Niagara audiences.

“There is tremendous potential here, and we are only just beginning to explore it.”

Chorus Niagara concludes its 2025-26 season with Mystical Songs on Saturday, April 25, 2026, 7:30pm at
Partridge Hall, FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre. Tickets can be purchased through the PAC box office.

Chorus Niagara Children’s Choir will perform its annual spring concert Wednesday, May 6, 6:30pm at Calvary
Church, 89 Scott Street, St. Catharines. Tickets are available here.
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